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fib General Assembly approves the
Model Code 2010 in Lausanne

fib-news .

fib-news is produced as an integral part
of the fib Journal Structural Concrete.

Members of the 11th fib General Assembly, who approved the Model Code 2010 by unanimous vote.

On 29 October 2011, the 11th Gen-
eral Assembly of fib convened in
Lausanne, Switzerland and accepted
the fib Model Code 2010
(“MC2010”). Publication is planned
for 2012, following a final editorial
review by a small Editorial Group to
be chaired by Joost Walraven, to
achieve consistency and correctness
throughout the entire document.

The fib Model Code 2010 is the con-
tinuation of the Model Codes that
have been developed and published
by fib and its predecessors CEB and
FIP over the past three decades.
These include the first edition of the
CEB-FIP Model Code published in
1978, the CEB Model Code on Seis-
mic Design of Concrete Structures
(1985), CEB-FIP Model Code 1990,
and fib Bulletin 34, “Model Code on
Service Life Design” (2006).

An important document in both re-
search and design, the fib Model
Code 2010 influences both regional
and national codes. MC2010 is now
the most comprehensive code on
concrete structures, including their
complete life cycle: conceptual de-
sign, dimensioning, construction,
conservation, and dismantlement.

The approval of the fib Model Code
2010 is an historic milestone nearly
ten years in the making. Discussion
on a new Model Code began in
2002, and Special Activity Group 5
(SAG5), “New Model Code”, held
its first meeting in September 2003
in Delft, The Netherlands. The first
complete draft of the document was
published in 2010 as fib Bulletins 55
and 56, which served as the basis for
review and extensive comments by
the National Delegations of fib.

fib sincerely thanks SAG5 convener
Joost Walraven and the editor of the
fib Model Code 2010, Agnieszka
Bigaj van Vliet, for their consistent
hard work and dedication, as well as
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fib Symposium 2012 in Stockholm

the members of SAGS5, all of the in-
vited experts who contributed to the
document, and the National Delega-
tions of fib for their invaluable com-
ments on the first complete draft.
Agnieszka and Joost received tokens
of fib’s appreciation at the Technical
Council Dinner that preceded the
General Assembly.

The TC dinner was preceded by a
reception offered by Mr. C.R. Alim-
chandani, Head of the Indian Dele-
gation of fib.

Following the GA, the approval of
the fib Model Code 2010 was cele-
brated with a reception for the dele-
gates and deputies, including an fib
cake, and Hungarian wine that was
imported specially for the occasion
by fib President Gyorgy L. Balazs.
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The famous Vasa Ship Museum hosts the warship Vasa that sank during its maiden voyage
in August 1628 ,was salvaged 333 years later, and now is explored in a sustainable
environment. Photo: Karolina Kristensson/SMM.

Sustainability is still a subject of
media focus even though other in-
ternational events such as the Arab
Spring sometimes overshadow it.
The constant interest in sustainabili-
ty is of paramount importance since
we have only a limited time to pre-
vent dramatic climate changes that
otherwise are inevitable according
to leading international experts, and
to adapt our society to probable
changes. The building sector and es-
pecially the areas of cement and con-
crete can make a difference as this
sector’s impact is substantial.

The interest in sustainable concrete
among researchers seems to be great
and increasing — one example of this
is the overwhelming interest in the
2012 fib Symposium and its theme,
“Concrete Structures for Sustainable
Community”. We have received
over 280 abstracts. The proceedings
will contain a selection of some 170
papers that also will be presented
orally at the Symposium in Stock-
holm in early June 2012. When se-
lecting papers, the Scientific Com-
mittee focused on papers that suit
the symposium theme, meaning that
general papers and papers with pe-
ripheral scope have been rejected.

The selected papers cover the fol-

lowing topics:

« Alternative binders

« Carbonation and carbon dioxide
uptake

+ Case studies

+ Designing concrete structures for
durability & sustainability

+ Durability

+ LCC, LCA, and classification
systems

+ Recycling

« Repair, renovation, and upgrading
for improved sustainability

« Sustainable concrete materials

+ Sustainable concrete pavements

- Sustainable concrete production

There will be no poster session, but
papers describing ideas, ongoing
projects, preliminary results and mi-
nor studies will be presented in spe-
cial, shorter sessions, in order to
provide a platform for the these au-
thors, who are generally younger and
at an earlier stage of their careers.

The organizers have invited the fol-
lowing keynote speakers:

Dr Carola Edvardsen, chief special-
ist in concrete technology & dura-
bility, COWI A/S, Denmark, with
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recent experience in sustainability
issues (Abu Dhabi tunnel project).

Dr Christoph Miiller, VDZ, Ger-
many, cement specialist and re-
searcher in the area of development
of sustainable cements.

Dr Hanne Ronnedal, Executive Vice
President, SINTEF Building and In-
frastructure, Trondheim, Norway,
former chair of Norwegian Concrete
Association.

Prof Koji Sakai, Kagawa University,
Japan, current chair of JCI sustain-
ability committee and ISO/TC71/
SC8 (Environmental management
for concrete and concrete structures)

and convener of fib Special Activity
Group 8, “fib Sustainability Initia-
tive”.

Prof Joost Walraven, TU Delft, Delft,
The Netherlands, convener of fib
Special Activity Group 5 on the New
Model Code and former fib Presi-
dent.

Prof Jirn Wight, Univ. of Michigan,
USA, deeply involved in the Con-
crete Joint Sustainability Initiative
and incoming ACI President.

The largest Swedish technical uni-
versity - KTH, the Royal Institute of
Technology - will provide the sym-
posium venue. KTH is nicely locat-

ed within walking distance from
downtown Stockholm and is adja-
cent to a green area. On the Thurs-
day following the three-day sympo-
sium there will be an optional
technical tour to one of the challeng-
ing infrastructural projects that cur-
rently are under construction in
Stockholm. The social programme
includes a welcome reception at the
famous Vasa Ship Museum and a
banquet beginning with a boat trip
in the Stockholm Archipelago.

Johan Silfwerbrand

Chair of the Organizing Committee
and Deputy Chair of the Scientific
Committee

Earthquake Resistance of Precast Concrete Structures
September 29 and 30, 2011, Athens, Greece

On 29-30 September 29 2011 fib
Commission 6: “Prefabrication” co-
organized with the fib National
Member Group (the Hellenic Con-
crete Section of the Technical
Chamber of Greece), an internation-
al fib short course on “Earthquake
Resistance of Precast Structures”,.
The second such course to be held
in Greece, it was a resounding suc-
cess, attended by over 160 engineers
from around the world, including 78
attendees from Greece, 14 from Rus-
sia, 12 from India, 10 from Ger-

many, 7 from Italy, 6 from Belgium,
6 from Indonesia, 4 from Turkey 4
from the USA, 3 from each of Egypt,
Poland and Ukraine, and other coun-
tries.

Prof. Spyros Tsoukantas, Convener
of fib Task Group 6.10 (“Precast
Concrete Buildings in Seismic Areas
— Practical Aspects”) was the main
organizer of the course, with the
support and sponsorship of ECHO
Engineering (Houthalen, BE),
EBAWE (Eilenburg, DE), Wiggert &

(Left picture) From left to right:
A.Van Acker, Ex-chairman of fib
Commission 6: “Prefabrication”;
Iria Doniak, Brazilian Deputy
Delegate to fib; S. Tsoukantas
organizer of the fib course &
convener of fib Task Group 6.10; J.
Toscas PCI President.

(Right picture) A. Van Acker, Ex-
chairman of fib Commission 6:
“Prefabrication” and S. Tsoukantas
organizer of the fib course &
convener of fib Task Group 6.10
perform for the course
participants.

Co., (Karlsruhe, DE), PAUL Maschi-
nenfabrik (Diirmentingen, DE),
RATEC (Hockenheim, DE), KUBAT
Forderanlagen (Altshausen, DE), Li-
Con (Minden, DE), PATRIOT Engi-
neering (Moscow, RU), CRD Group
(Athens, GR) and Peikko Group
(Athens, GR).

At the opening of the first day, Mrs
Irene Kanitakis, Head of the Hel-
lenic Concrete Section of the Tech-
nical Chamber of Greece welcomed
the participants on behalf of the fib
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National Member Group. Prof

Michael N. Fardis, Honorary Presi-

dent and Immediate Past President

of fib gave an overview of fib, in-
cluding its structure, organization,

Commissions and Special Activity

Groups, as well as the benefits for

National Member Groups and indi-

vidual members of fib. The technical

programme of the first day included
the following presentations:

- “Precast Concrete: What and
Why” and “Design of Precast Con-
crete Structures against Accidental
Actions”, by A. Van Acker (BE),

- “Design Provisions for Precast
Buildings in Seismic Areas”, by S.
Tsoukantas (GR),

- “Untopped Seismic Resistant Hol-
low-core Floor Diaphragms”, by
M. Menegotto (IT),

- “Overview of EC Research Pro-
gram on Prefabrication: Safecast”,
by G. Toniolo (IT),

- “Dry Jointed Ductile Connections,
by S. Pampanin (NZ),

- “USA Experience with Seismic
Design and Construction of Pre-
cast Concrete Structures” by S.K.
Ghosh (USA).

A round table discussion followed,
involving all speakers, PCI President
J. Toscas, Mrs I. Kanitakis and Prof.
M.N. Fardis, during which Jim
Toscas presented videos of the shake
table and pseudo-dynamic tests of
full-scale multi-storey precast build-
ings with dry jointed connections
performed in the US in the frame-
work of the PRESS program sup-
ported by the Precast Concrete Insti-
tute (PCI). Participants joined a
lively discussion that lasted until
late in the evening.

The second day was devoted to visits
to precasting plants in the vicinity of
Athens. The main theme in the PRO
HELLAS plant was: “Pro Hellas
double walls for seismic applica-
tions” and was presented by T. Top-
intzis; in the TOP ELEMENT pre-
casting plant it was: “Hollow Core
slabs in seismic conditions”, present-
ed by S. Maas.
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All participants in the course re-
ceived PDF files of fib Bulletins 6,
19, 21, 27, 29, 37, 41 and 43, which
deal with various aspects of Precast
Concrete, a 184-volume with extend-
ed write-ups of the technical materi-
al of the course (in colour), and cer-
tificates of attendance.

A meeting of fib Commission 6:
“Prefabrication”, together with PCI,
was held after the event on on Octo-
ber 1st.

For further information about fib

Short Courses, visit: www.fib-inter-
national.org/courses.

fib Bulletins

bulletin 80
BNa

Prefabrication for
affordable housing

fib Bulletin 60: Prefabrication for
affordable housing. State-of-art re-
port, August 2011. 130 pp. ISBN
978-2-88394-100-7. Non-member
price: 100 CHF.

The need for housing has increased
significantly during the last decades
all over the world. It is felt particu-
larly in countries where the popula-
tion growth rate is high and the
economy is developing fast; but
everywhere people are shifting from
the countryside to towns, where
housing in neighbourhoods often
becomes critical. The need for af-
fordable housing may concern high-
rate urbanization, rural areas to be
upgraded, workers’ settlements in
remote regions, rebuilding dwellings
destroyed by disasters such as earth-

quakes, floods or wars, and even hol-
iday resorts and leisure dwellings.

Large projects always face cost- and
time-constraints. Local conditions
may be variable with respect to the
physical, social and economic envi-
ronment. Thus, minimising cost and
time of construction, while maximis-
ing quantity and quality of product,
may lead to different solutions. The
concept of “affordable”, meaning
compatibility of demand and means,
is well understood as such every-
where, although its practical applica-
tion may be much different from
place to place.

Concrete is a material that lends it-
self well to affordable housing: it is
durable, has good thermal inertia,
can be used both as structural and
finishing material, and is not sensi-
tive to organic attack. It also has
some disadvantages, such as higher
cost in developing countries com-
pared to developed countries, and al-
so a potential lack of materials,
mainly cement or admixtures. Pre-
fabrication, with its adaptability and
quality consciousness, may offer
valid, speedy, cost efficient and sus-
tainable solutions.

fib Bulletin 60 offers an overview of
housing systems as well as informa-
tion on their features. It shows the
main features of a number of con-
struction systems, without entering
into the details of the solutions. It
aims to make possible a comprehen-
sive comparison, which should help
in learning, exchanging and develop-
ing ideas on how to better meet the
housing needs everywhere, at sus-
tainable cost. A document of this
kind was not available before; it is
therefore expected to be of great in-
terest and a source of ideas for all
those who have to confront similar
problems.

To order this and other fib bulletins,
visit: www.fib-international.org/pub-
lications.



New fib website
launched
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Elices receives Spanish
national engineering prize

The fib secretariat is pleased to an-
nounce that a new version of the or-
ganization's website has been
launched. It includes a more mod-
ern look and interface, as well as an
online store for the purchase of fib
Bulletins, CEB Bulletins, and FIP re-
ports.

Customers of the online store can
pay by credit card, which is debited
securely via PayPal, or by bank
transfer. Member discounts on pur-
chases are still granted but a special
discount code is now needed; for
further information please contact
the fib secretariat.

As with the previous site, fib mem-
bers can log into a secure “members
only” area where they can access
the contact details of other fib mem-
bers, notes from Commission and
Task Group meetings, and internal
documents such as the fib statutes
and annual reports.

The main page of the site displays
short news items from fib’s RSS
feed, under the heading “Latest
news”. Users can subscribe to this
feed to receive these news items di-
rectly; the address of the feed is:
www.fib-international.org/RSS.

Congratulations to Prof. Manuel
Elices Calafat, who has been award-
ed the Spanish National Civil Engi-
neering Prize for 2011.

The award, which is given by the
Minister of Public Works, José

Hans Wittfoht T
1924-2011

Blanco, in a public ceremony was
awarded to Manuel Elices in recog-
nition of his career oriented primari-
ly to research and development in
Science and Engineering of Materi-
als, in which he has made important
contributions in the fields of me-
chanical behavior of concrete and
steel, fracture mechanics and struc-
tural safety and, more recently, bio-
logical materials and biomaterials.

Prof Elices is a longtime active
member of fib and fib Commission
9. He is convener of Task Group
9.5, “Durability of prestressing
materials”.

Born in 1924, Hans Wittfoht re-
ceived his diploma in civil engineer-
ing in 1951 and his doctorate in
1963 at the Technical University of
Karlsruhe. In 1946 he joined the
firm Polensky & Zollner, where he
eventually became a member of the
Board in 1968 and an active Partner
from 1970 to 1987.

Hans Wittfoht was known for his
imaginative approach and daring
bridge designs. He developed a pre-
stressing method for concentrating a
larger prestressing force than ever

before in a single bundle of tendons,
and was the first to use continuous
prestressing cables in cantilever con-
struction. His most remarkable pro-
jects include the Krahnenberg
bridge along the Rhine (1961-64),
the Siegen-Eiserfeld highway bridge
(1965-69), the Kohlbrand bridge in
Hamburg (1970-74), and the first
prestressed concrete bridge put in
place by rotation, over the river
Tigris in Baghdad (1980-1982).

Hans Wittfoht received many awards
and honors, and was very active in
international associations including
fib’s predecessor FIP. He was award-
ed the FIP Medal in 1978 and was
President of FIP from 1984 to 1988.
In 1994 he was awarded the
Freyssinet Medal for his outstanding
technical contributions in the field
of structural concrete. He passed
away on 26 August 2011 at the age
of 86.
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Andrew Beeby 1 1939-2011

It can be stated without exaggera-
tion that Andrew Beeby has had a
significant influence in the way rein-
forced concrete design is carried out
in the UK and to an extent in
Europe and other countries. This
stems from his original research
leading to practical application, his
influential publications (over 120)
and his active participation in code
drafting in the UK and Europe.

After graduating in 1960 from
Northampton Engineering College
(then a college of London University
now City University), Andrew Wal-
ter Beeby joined John Laing & Sons
and worked on site and in the design
office for four years on motorways
and multi-storey structures.

In 1964 he took up a position as
Research Engineer with the Cement
and Concrete Association (C&CA).
His tasks included an extensive re-
search programme on the prediction
and control of cracking in rein-
forced and pre-stressed concrete,
monitoring of structures in service
and development of design aids. He
was also concerned with the drafting
of the first British Code of Practice
(CP 110) using limit state principles.
In 1971, Andrew was awarded a
PhD by London University for his
thesis “The prediction of cracking in
reinforced concrete members”.
Between 1978 and 1988 he took up
different positions within C&CA
culminating in his appointment as
the Director of Design and Con-
struction. In this period his research
covered a wide range of topics, such
as impact resistance of concrete

286  Structural Concrete 12 (2011), No. 4

beams, cracking and corrosion, alka-
li-silica reaction, shear and bond.

In 1991, Andrew Beeby took up the
position of Professor of Structural
Design at the University of Leeds.
Alongside his teaching, he contin-
ued his research and code drafting
activities. The research included the
influence of ductility on the perfor-
mance of reinforced concrete mem-
bers, behaviour of slab systems dur-
ing construction using the full scale
experimental structure at Carding-
ton, the long term inter action of
steel and concrete in tension (ten-
sion stiffening), membrane effects in
frames and safety of structures.

He was closely involved with the
development of the Eurocode on
concrete. He was the convenor of
the Eurocode on “Liquid retaining
and containment structures”.

Andrew Beeby was involved with
CEB and fib since the early 1970s,
when he participated in the work of
CEB commissions on cracking, cal-
culation and limitation of deflec-
tions, and bending and compres-
sion. He participated actively in all
of these commissions, leading up to
the publication of the 1978 Model
Code. He later became a member of
Commission 5: Serviceability, and of
General Task Group 20: Durability
and Service Life of Concrete Struc-
tures, contributed to the CEB De-
sign Guide on Durable Concrete
Structures, and was chairman of
CEB Commission 2: Material and
Behaviour Modelling. He was a
member of the CEB Advisory Com-
mittee and later the fib Steering
Committee, head of the British na-
tional group in CEB for many years,
and was the first Editor-in-Chief of
the Structural Concrete Journal, a
position he held until 2001.

He was an active member of fib Spe-
cial Activity Group 2, Dissemination
of knowledge, contributing to both

the first and second editions of the
fib Structural Concrete textbook
(Bulletin 2 in 1999 and Bulletin 52
in 2010).

In 2004 he was awarded Honorary
Life Membership in fib, in recogni-
tion of his many achievements and
contributions.

Andrew’s technical contribution to
code committees has been prodi-
gious. Some areas of both British
Standards and Eurocodes derive di-
rectly from his research in the area
of serviceability. His work on crack-
ing in the 1960’s has stood the test
of time and remains the basis for the
design of crack control in concrete
structures. His studies in the 70’s on
corrosion and cracking still form the
basis of views on the subject more
or less world-wide.

Andrew commanded wide respect
throughout the industry. His stand-
ing and reputation are indeed high
throughout the world. He was
awarded the Fellowship of the
American Concrete Institute in
1991, and in 2000 the Institution of
Structural Engineers honored him
with their prestigious Lewis Kent
Award. He was elected a Fellow of
the Royal Academy of Engineering
in 2003. This recognition particular-
ly pleased him. In his own words he
was ‘thoroughly chuffed’!

He was handicapped by an illness
soon after his retirement from the
University in 2004. This was a cruel
blow, but for which he would have
contributed even more in his field.

Andrew was a mild mannered and
courteous, private man. For all his
achievements, he was very modest.

He passed away on 28 October
2011. He is survived by his wife

Greta, two sons and a daughter.

R. S. Narayanan
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Date and location

Event Main organiser

Contact

7-9 February 2012
Neu-Ulm, Germany

56th BetonTage FBF Betondienst GmbH

www.betontage.de

7-9 March 2012
Kassel, Germany

3rd International Symposium  Universitdt Kassel
on UHPC and Nanotech-
nology for High Performance

Construction Materials

www.hipermat.de

29 May - 1 June 2012
Aix-en-Provence, France

International Conference on  AFGC
Numerical Modeling Strategies
for Sustainable Concrete

Structures (SSCS 2012)

www.sscs2012.com

11-14 June 2012
Stockholm, Sweden

fib Symposium: Concrete
Structures for a Sustainable
Community

fib group Sweden

www.fibstockholm2012.se

17-20 June 2012
Brescia, Italy

Bond in Concrete 2012:
Bond, anchorage, detailing

University of Brescia,
Italy

www.bondinconcrete2012.org

22-25 July 2012
Karlsruhe, Germany

9th fib International PhD
Symposium in Civil
Engineering

KIT Karlsruhe, Germany

http://fib-phd.imb.kit.edu/

19-21 September 2012
Guimaraes, Portugal

8th International Symposium
on Fibre Reinforced Concrete

University of Minho
RILEM

www.befib2012.civil.uminho.pt

20-24 April 2013
Tel-Aviv, Israel

fib Symposium: Engineering
a Concrete Future: Technology,
Modeling and Construction

fib group Israel

www.fib2013tel-aviv.co.il

27-29 May 2013
Tokyo, Japan

1st International Conference  JCI
on Concrete Sustainability

www.jci-iccs13.jp

10-14 February 2014
Mumbai, India

4th International fib Congress fib group India
and Exhibition

website and email address
to be announced

The calendar lists fib congresses and symposia, co-sponsored events and, if space permits, events
supported by fib or organised by one of its National Groups. It reflects the state of information
available to the Secretariat at the time of printing; the information given may be subject to change.
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